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+ Attached for your signature is

a letter to SSCI Chairman
Goldwater expressing concern
over the polygraph restriction
provision contained in the DOD
Authorization Bill, which is
currently being considered on
the Senate floor.

This letter has been requested
by SSCI staff chief Rob Simmons
to aid in the SSCI's efforts

to have the provision stricken
from the Bill or to at least
mitigate its damaging aspects.
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= The Director of Cental Inicthgence

\\‘J\‘i.".‘\‘-dﬂ D C 20808

OGC 83-05925 -
= 14 JUL 1983

lionorable Barry M. Goldwater
Chairman

Select Committee on Intelligence
United States Senate

Weshington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am writing to express to you my grave concern with
legislation pending in the Senate which would restrict the use
of polygraph examinations by the Department of Defense. The
restriction on use of the polygraph contained in Section 1007
of S. 675, the Fiscal Year 1984 Defense Authorization Bill,
would impeir my ability as Director of Central Intelligence to
fulfill my statutory and other legal responsibilities for the
protection of intelligence sources and methods.

The Director of Central Intelligence is by statute
responsible for the protection of intelligence sources and
methods (50 U.S.C. §403(d)(3)). The Director of Central
Intelligence is also responsible for ensuring the establishment
by the Intelligence Community of common security and access
standerds for managing and handling foreign intelligence
systems, information, and products (Executive Order 12333,
§1.5(g)) and for ensuring that proorams are developed which
rrotect intelligence sources, methods, and znalvtical
procedures (id., §1.5(h)). Finelly, the Director of Central
intelligence is responsible for establishing special access
controls ané standerds for sensitive compartmented information
(SCI), which consists of extremely sensitive intelligence
information (Executive Order 12356, §4.2(a)).

Department of Defense personnel have access to a great deal
of intelligence information, including SCI and information
relating to intelligence sources and methods, produced by the
verious elements of the Intelligence Community. As Director of
Central.Intelligence, I thus have a direct lecal and practical
interest in the use or non-use of the polygraph as a security
method with respect to Department of Defense personnel. Under
very carefully delimited and controlled circumstances,
polycreph exeminations currently may be reguired of personnel
cf the Department of Defense who hold positions which involve
eccess to extremely sensitive intelligence information. New
restrictions on the use of polygrzph exzminations with respect
to Department of Defense personnel, and on the use of the
informetion derived therefrom, could jecpardize the security of
irtellicence information, sources, and methods.
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I cannot effectively fulfill my statutory and other legal
responsibilities for the protection of intelligence sources and
methods if Department of Defense personnel, who must have
access to intelligence information to perform their duties, are
to be specially exempted by statute from security practices
applicable to the personnel of other agencies who have
eqguivalent access to such information. For this reason, I

'strongly oppose Section 1007 of S. 675. I would note that this

provision was attached to the Defense Authorization Bill
without the benefit of any hearings or substantial discussion -
in committee. A legislative decision with such a potentially
grave impact on the security of our nation's most sensitive
secrets deserves much more thorough consideration. : s

cc:
Honorable John G. Tower -
‘Chairman, Committee on Armed Services .

Honorable Strom Thurmond ' '
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary -

2

Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan
Vice Chairman, Select Committee on Intelligence

Honorable Henry M. Jackson
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on Armed Services

Honorable Joseph R. Biden
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on the Judiciary
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